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Tuesday to'be Devoted to Athletic
Exercise—Changes in the
Faculty.

tBpesinl to The Times-Dispateh.)

ABHLAND, VA, Juno §-o-day the
examination at  Randelph-Macon Col-
lege ' end, and  to-morrow  tha com=
mancement  will begin  with  the ‘bac-

cilatireate sermon, which will be preached
at 11 A. M., hy the Rev, C. Dy Bulla, of
Alexandsin, Vi, In the Duncan Memorial
Church, and ‘at 8:30 P, M. the Rev. Gao.
E. Booker, of Charlottesville, wlill make
the annual Young Men's Christinn Aseo.
clation addresd.

On Tuesday morning the Board of Trud.
tees will hold their @nnunl meeting, and
at'night the exerclues will bs devoted to
the nthictle Interests of/the college, and
the lettors will' be awarded to the mem-
bere af tho baseball and foot-ball teams,

Short' apceches will be inade by the
varlous recent graduates: and posaibly
some vislting athlete will moke sn ad-
dresa to the Athletio Assocldtlon.

On ‘Wednesday  morning Rev. W. A
Christian, of Peotersburg, will muka an
address befors the alumni soclety, and
mimediately  thersafter the 'Butherlin
‘oralorical contest. will ‘ba held. At 2

_o'clock’ the nlumni banquet will be given

at the ‘Henry Clay Inn, to which ail
glumn! ‘and’ thg Beard of Trusices org
Invited to be'the guests of the college.

At %:30 that night there ‘will be the
celohration | of  the lilerary socletles,  at
which ‘Mr, A. N. Warner will represent
the Washington = Literary Soclety, and
Mr. C. L. Yancey 'wlll speak for the
Franklin Literary Boclety.

At 11 A, M. on Tuesday, Dr. Edwin
Alimmas, of Trinlty College, XN. ., wild
deliver. an uddress (to  tho graduating
clnsg, after whleh the medals and de-
Erees’ will be awarded. it

The exerclses will close Thursdny night,
with the senlor class exurc!ne:s. :

The Present Sessiog,

The present sesslon. has been satisfac.
tory in overy way, and recently Mr. W,
&, Brown, (the secrctary and ‘treasurer
of ithe college, sald’ that the ‘session of
1M5-'06 _was ona 'of the most successtul

occasioned by the death ofrthe late Dr.
A. 0. wWightman.| This recommendetion
I5. nimost  equivalent to an appolntment.
Dr. Conard is n Ph. D, of the University
of Pennsylvanis, and at the present time,
s the holder of the handsomest fellow-
ship at the Johns Hopkins Tiniversity.
Previously he published, through the Car-
nezle Institute, an exhaustlve work on
ihe “Waler Lily." Randolph-Macon will
be  fortunate In sccuring his services,

Prof. I. ¥, Lewls, who has so satis-
factorily. filled the chalr of blology’ and
phywica, 'slnca’ Dr. Wightman's ‘death,
Ias gone to Jamaica to do some research
work, Later In tha summer, he will be
employed In| the government laboratories
at Beaufort, N. C.

Last week Dr, B. W. Bowen, profas-
por ‘of Latin, left Ashland’ for, Italy,
where' he will spend the summer engos-
ing In work far his department; and
Dr. La Warr B. Iaster, professor of
modern languages, elso has gone abroad,
Dr, Easter will be in France during the
summer In 'the interest of his, depart-
ment, g

Dr. Canter, of the depariment of chem-
istry, hans recently heen offercd the chalr
of chemistry in a large college In Texas
at o mueh larger snlary than his present
one. Randolph-Macon, . lLowever,  will
maka every effort to hold him, and it
|z not thought that he will leave Ash-
land,

Trof. D, R, Anderson, a recent Ran-
dolph-Macon graduate, and now {n charge
of o large academy on the Northern
weck of Virginin, has been slected 1o
the presid y of n lege In Oklaho-
mn, which != being estublished by the
Methodlgls of that Btate,

The Jarge dormitory (s now completed
and ready, for pooupAney, i

Branch Memorial Dormitory,

Through the. munificence of Randolph-
Macon's good friend, Mr. John P, Branch,
tha eollége at Ashland now has the tinest
dormitéry in the' State, Before the plans
for' the bullding were drawn, the College
Bullding Commlttee sant an architect to
inspect the dormitorles at the different
inetitutlons of Virginla, snd aven went
mn far as to have the bulldings at Prince.
ton Universily, and the University: of
Pennsylvania, inspectad, In order to get
the heneflt of tha axperlence of there
fnstitutions and to become famillar with
the most recent dormlitory methods,

After the conatruction had ectunlly he-
gun, It was seen that_the original glft of
10,000 'was  Inadenuate to completa  the
puilding. {n the way the college officera
and the bullding committes desired; and
again Mr. Dranch cams to' the rescne
with an additlonnl gift of $5,000, which
alsa he has again supplemented  with
amounts sufticlent Lo Inetall a gas plant-
for the dormitory and to terrace and turf
the ground around the new buflding. 1he
dormlitory, a out of which s seen on
this ‘page, ia bullt of red brick with
gray atong frimmings and le almost Y'E"
shpped with, howeyer, the middle prong
of the "E' left off, It has been so cons
structed that thres separate dormitories
have heen obtalned within one singlo
hullding, This was accompllshed by havs
Ing no communieations between tha north
and scuth wings and the main: hullding,
and by grouping sll of the rooms in
division around the stairway. The purs
pose of this was to obviate the long cor-
ridors, the srena of ao much disorder In
pther Insdtutlons, On each foor wof.
each division there is'a handsomely fitted
bath-room, = having = porcelaln  hasins,
showed baths and other modarn conyen-
{ences. Throughout it !s heated  with
steam, agd It I8 plped and wired for
gas and electrlelty, It will accommos
dats sbout one hundred men, and in
connection with the cottage dormitory
system thus wll enable Randolph-Macon
fo recelys many more students than for-
merly, The bullding {s surrounded by
e wide terrace, and will be aliogether &
bandsome addition to the campus, =

PH-MACON COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES
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. BRANCH MEMORIAL DORMITORY, OF RANDOLPH-MACON COLLEGE, ASHLAND, VA.

FOUR YEARS’ PROGRESS
"IN VIRGINIA SCHOOLS.

By ROBERT FRAZER—IV.

OETTER TEACHERS,
The preceding articlea’ of this! serles
have hnd to do malnly with matters of
magerial progress, If the schools of Vir-

‘ginin’ are’ ever to do the work that is-

needful to trafn the children for the high
demands * of 'modern  civillzation, - much
depends ugon thelr: material equipment.

Hut, ' however complete may: be the ar-!

rang ts na to h o8, BT .'tL_I.r:I‘iI.-
ture, libraries, laboratoriens, ehops, courses

of study, longer terms, etc., it all goes

'\ important fact: of | the business of ' this

board s (1), o 'vislt . the: schools, note
carefully the work! of teachers, #nd make.
such suggestions ss may.seem valuable In
improving: achool conditions; and’ (2), to
hold examinations, [ssue certificates,’ and
prescriba couraes of reading, bearing upon
the adyancement ot professional-knowl-
edge  and  ekill.' ([The! remplations, per-
taining  to examinatlons .and’ certificates;
bave been systematized in.such.n way.
aa to secure the progress in efliciency. of!

for nothing wl_thouf. comp ‘e_l_): t "_ 8.
Here are some opinfons from the highest

expert nuthoritles; . The teacher |8/ tha-

real centre  of all  education. -*ie ®

Among the educational problema which
must ba solved befgre otr schools become
officlent, the teacher problem is'perhaps
the most vital. * * * The teacher's ser-
vice ia the most {mportant service that
any clasa‘'renders to the State, for teach-
ar& are working with the central secret
of himan progress; as ls'the teacher, 80
la:the school. N i i

The  lust | publlshed report from' the
Department of Public/Instruction (that of

anent improvement of the schiools till
we elevate the standard of altulnm_’ent\m
the part of the teachers, and crowd out
of the system thoss' -who will not fit
themselves for the great work of educat-
] (Caps.

mine.) :

Tha 'wido  promulgation of views like’

these, Is /beginning to bear frult. ' Our
‘school authoritieal are taking steps look-
ing to better standards of teaching. ' One
Important atep of this sort is the appoint-
ment of the Btate Board of Bchool Exami-
ners, o board made up of men who have
expert knowledgs of ‘echool work. 'An

graddd ond semi-graded country schools,

‘every paper/one: takes up ‘reports some

‘themselves,: with a 'good programme for

the ' teachers, the 'requirements. heing
made higher and | higher, every year.|
Teachers faillng to.meet: these constantly.
advancing - requirements . ‘are ' to ' be
dropped. ot LA A e

The regular appropriatlon for aummer.
normal institutes .haa been: doubled, and
eloven of theso Institutes’ are to/bo beld
this summer. »They are so’ placed as to
be | atcessible tol teachers In' every sec-
tlon of the State. |She conductors are
directed  to ndjust thelr courser’ af study
and method.of - treatmenl “to the! needs

of thia'great hody. of teachers in’gur un-

county institute, planned by the tenchers

the dlscueslon; of vital problems in tesch-
ing. . i i ;

But best of all, and richest in.promisz,
15 the great:foct: that nowhare In ihe
world can you fnd better: material 'to
make thoroughly 'good teachers: of) them
in'the ormy, of good women and men, now
devoting themselves to thls hlgh service
of 'the Btate. Nowhere can you find a
body. of teachers of finer. fibre or higher
quality; end, after ail, Itiis character
Lthat tells in/ the school-room.

~ Fine Work Done in
Model and Practice School |

' (Speclal to The Times-Dispatch.) 1
| WILLIAMSBURG, VA., June 8.—Tha

‘Model iand - Rgactice’ School’of | William,

and Mary  Collega ‘lLas' st closad, per-
haps the! most| uccessful sesslon elnsa it
'has 'been; established, Tha  total ‘number
of ‘puplls enrolled In. tha four grades and
\the kindergarten for the sosslon’ was one
hupdred: and  thirty-four, A
©Thia" teaturs’iof, tha | educationsl’ de:
“partment of Willlam and Mary. Collega s

unique’ {p* the" South, and’ absolutely ‘dis-/

‘tinctlva of Willlam  and  Mary. Collegn.
This | 6choo) was | established seventeen
vyears ago through the efforts of Profes-
sor H. 5./ Bird. It began| with  thirty
puplis’and one ropm. Throngh'the efforts
‘ot its former principal, | Miss| Lucy L
Davls, | of Lynchburg, ‘and 'its present
principal, Mlss Nannle C. Dayis, working
against what'scems to ba overwhelming
.odds—popular; opposition to the “new and
trua ‘education,” financlal ‘barrlers, and
many, other 'discouraging. olrcumstances,
the school Has been raisedito a'dignified

‘i

Ballenely

courage 'and spirit and the confidence bt
the advocates'in 'the fruth of thelr prin-
clples’ that has' brought and’ is steadily
bringing thls scheol to 'the front. Theso

principles, refuse to racognize  the child
as other than an'individual, and as such,
it strives to glve him' that training which
an individual demands. Nevertheless, it
recagnizes him as 'a/meamber of roclety,
and bhullds the: social spirit.

.Ever. progressive, the Model and Prac-
tice School has growyn from a one-room

bullding with' one  teacher, to a four-
room bullding, with'tive teachers, |
The primary purpose of -this school |a
t0 tench men. how! to lap.c‘r!._'rha genlor
adication men. of the collega are required.
to spend, three months putting in prac-
tice 'those' pygelples’ which they have
learned in''the’lecture-room, thus prepar.
ling. themselves for. Intelligent ‘work In
the publio schools of (Virginia  How well
this work 18 being dane. I8 altested by tho
great demand for! Wiilam | and/ Mary
graduntes in_ the publle! schools,  Thus
Willlam and Mary, primarily & ploneer,
becomes’ onco again a ploneer, and blds
falr to  Influence 'mora dasply and 'ef-
tectively | than! ever befors tha lifs' of
the  nation, by, teaching the malnspring
ot all future lte—the ‘childhood ‘of the
South. [ 0 A el
Tver | progressive, once again, ilast
year, @ kindergarten’ wns added to’ the
Practice School, which, undér the eklll-
ful ‘and/efclent ) direction. of  AllRs - Mar:
garet. Murphy, of Loulsville 'Ky., has
endeared . Itsglf to’the ‘mothers;of "Wil-
‘lamsburg, 'and become: indispansable to

q ]
7 e

AGRICULTURE IN
| THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

—
|

Tha march of progresg in Amerlea hos
boen  contemporaticous with ' the'develop=
mont: of our  agricultural . resolirces,
What other (ncentive shoulq we need to
toater an Industry that has played such
nn  {mportant part: in olir nantional  wal-
fare? | Yot strange to sdy, the teaching
of agricultura has been! shamefully negs
1eeted, until: we' find great arecas of coun=
try but! llttle botter’ than wasta  land,
and In many ecctions abundoned to the
ngencles of nature. Do we fully reallza
what thas brought about this starting
condition of affalrs? @ If not, should we
not come lo the econsideration of a guess
tion  fraught with such vital impot't to
tha future welfaro of our country? Is not
the eondltlon portrayed, and whileh may
now La too froquently’ witnossed' through-
out the'length and brendth of this great
countsy the result! of tha lgnorant culti-
vation 'of the soll, the pursult of tho
mothods of the soll robber, the destroyer
of the wealth and the beatrty and the
splendor  that were garnered into the
bosom of natura by the phyaleal agancles
of centufles now remota? Bueh arg tho
concluslons r?nhed by thoso who. have
glven- dlligent’ conaideration, to,thia Im-
portant subjeot, and {a It net high time
‘that somo. definlte actlon’ was \ taken
1ooking | to the amelloration of an agri-
oultural practles that has brought about
such! dlre:'resulta? | Ta 1t pot:time that
s0ma effort was maodo tqrr] uleate mare
rationnl idens!of cultureinto the minds
"of thosa'who nre to be the future tillers
~of the soll and the bulwark bf the coun-
try In time of peace and wor allke? | The.
conditlans’ which we rnow face, are the
results af hasty and’indlfferent pructice,
duo’to tho cheapness of land in’n coun=
tiy so great as ours, andito the fond be-
1lef, which fai tha delualon of childhood
und old age allke, that one/can get some-
thing " for’ nothing, or | take something
from nothing and have something left.
The ! condltion ' of our agriculture 18 a
matter therefora’ that merlts’ the atten-
tion:of our educationalileaders, for' there:
{a'no subject | which has been go uttoevly:
neglected in ‘the ‘past/iand thern ‘s nong
worthy  of greater attentlon 'In‘the  fu-
tirelh e (e s,
 Agriculture, 'at beat, s an. applied
sclence, dnd’ the inculeation’of the truthe
that. govern ' corregt| sclentific’ practice,
finding  thely ' foundation  na they do on:
a number| of fundamental’ sclences, . will
dol maore for the:permanant welfare and’
advancement of .a large per cent, of our
population’ than: any other form ot In<
structlon’ that' eqn: be ‘provided In  our
rural schools; But the teaching of agrl-
oillture, heving, to'do as’lt.dogs with the
growth, development nnd utilliy of plants
and ‘anitmals,: withthe relation;of the
elements of. the soll to crop production
and the ! beautifylng of "the fnco of na-
ture, should not be. conflned to. Lhe rura]
schoolz. - CAgriculture, | properly | taught;
can be mado o culture study and used
to! develop 'the mind'as/ effectively as
the study’ of | hlstory,. mathematles, or
even the: classies! "The  useful ‘man. I8

Bchool, »has: gone’ to ivislt: the splendld
schools: of ‘Indipnapolls, and:the schools
of thit greatest of educators, McMurry,
at! Do Halls, T, after.which| she will
take summer work at Chicago. Unlversity,
' Aliss Murphy, maonager of the kinder-
gzli.rten, has gone to.take worlt!at Colum-
P i

Mlss Ellzabeth  Morecock, the: fourth
grade; teacher, wlll go to the School of
Methods) st Charlottesville. e
CMr. 1. AL carson | will'‘leneh' ‘naturs
sg.;lltll:r In the Summer School ‘at Iarm-
vills, x 2 pal i

1}

THE VIRGINIA TEACHER.

Extracta From an Address Maode by Mr,
Charles G Maphls, Examiner  of
Schools for.the Fifth Clrcuit, at The
Teachers' District’ Conference, Held
at Harrisonburg, Va.

My sympathies have alwaya been’ with
the publio achool tsachera of Virginia.
Afuch has been required of ‘them and but
little glven In return, The standard. set
for them by the publie has bacn high,
the ' qualifications. demanded ‘have  been
many and Incrensing, cost of living ana
of preparation has increased, but. sala-
ries, nlways unjustly {nadequate, ‘have
remalned | practiea)ly the sama for:the
past twenty-five years, : :

Mo nobler seryice 'oan be rendered than
that’ glven' by the' publis’ achool ‘teacher—
none which calls for higher gualities of
mind ‘anfl ‘soul, and yet the attilide of
many - persons| toward  the . members of
this profession |8 ona of pondacenslon and
ridicule; They forget that 'the rog-tag
gnd babtall of the learned profesaion!’
ag tenchers are sometimes called, are
training’ the next generatlon. In their
hands are the future cltlzens of this
Commonwealth, i v

1 declate, without gear o2 =" lradiction,
that the teachera of Yirginia rank higher
in knowledga of thelr.work:and In| skill
In executing it, and In ganeral: abllity to
perform the dutlea fmposed upon them,
{n proportion of; the remuneration which
they recelve, than the members ot any
other profession.or pallipg from the min-
{stry Aawn to the hod-carrler,

They are perhaps, mope keanly sensl-
Hle of thelr narrow  limitationa  than
those who "ara  inclined to emphasizo
them, They nlso know. that it le largely
due to.the shortrsightsd unbusinese-like
palley of these very critics, of expeoct-
Ing’ $100 work from them on $% pay. In
but rere instances can this be realized,
W generally | get| what we pay for, .or
leag—paldom  more, | .

There may bai soma’ teachers who folr
low the gprofession for the love ofit; but
Jove will not elothe and feed:'them; love
will 'not buy ' the necessary 'books: and
periodleals for them to read in arder  to
guard againet ary roti' loye will not gend
them ta  summer. schools, pay rallroad
fare that they maoy haye. the neocessary
travel to preyent them from becoming
narrow and proyinciali love will not take
care of them {n thelr old age, nog bury
them when they prre dead! Nelther will
the pititully litile ealaries of ‘twenty-fiva
and thirgy dollars s month, which® most
of them get, for five montha in & year,
dosit. AWe imust: have ' batter salarles
for our teschera and thele efficlency will
inerense ln direct’ preportlon to tha in-
rrease in - salarles, . It hns not, there:
fore, been so . much the teachers' faulf,
fout, s I eald before, the resull of a
poor bueiness poliey, which no man: will
follow In his privata affairs.

But, a hetter duy is dawning for the
teachers of Virginia. “he Btate, no lon-
lentering
upon the dawn of & Dbrlghter day, Bhe

15 renlizing . the patent fact:that in glv:

‘appropriations. ! '

.Thoe future condltion of the teachers

fundamental truth

Ing children an average, school term  of
flve ‘and:a halfi months; in paylng her
teachers $125 'a  year, and providing
barn-llke Bchool housea, she has not been
glving/ her children ‘an equal chance 'in
lifa with #Ma children of'the most of the
other Btates In) this country: or ours,
Publie sentiment I8 becoming awankened
to the necessity,for. bettar ‘school: faclli-
tes, and! our ' recent Leglslature nobly
took: the lead in" thls'effort for batter-
meant.| Never 'befors’ In - the history of'
the Btate  was there:so much' considera-:
tlon' given: by the General Assembly but
recently adjourned, never were so many
important. school; laws enacted| fato’ Inw.
Neover beforo were there: such generous

‘Whila' thia ghould ba gratifylng in'the
extrame to.teachers, It Imposes ' upon
them 'additionel’ responsibllities,  They
must’ prepare for thls betterment of con-
ditlons, must keep ahead of  them and
make ready for their) coming. e

It {8 always the man who' is *'blggor
than hia job" thot gets promoted, It s
the fellow ' who ' ls willing to do a little
maore than ha fa pald for and 'ls not
afrald of over-aarning his salary, that
ets ‘an '{noreass onthe pay-roll. It ia
tha man’ that makes hls servicos indls-
pensable, whofcan dlotate terms, though
he usualy does not'havo to do Bo.
Wi, 'ng jeacheys, ognnot affonl to
stay whera we are, Thosa who, hold
second-rate . certificates ' should strive
never  to “do 'so  agaln,’ Becond-rale
teachers will goon not' count for mueh
inVirginta,” We should inveat more and
mora “In ourselyes, Money epent In bet-
ter preparation of our work  wil yleld
goold returns in' our Increased | earnlng
power, - Already the trgined' teachers aro
Peing ‘more and:more 'pought after, and
are: commanding' better salarles, :

of \Virginin {8' now' In thelr own hands;
they can: make ‘it what ‘they 'will, | Tha
Btate cuthoritles ara manifesling ‘greatop
interest than ever before. 'All agduca-
tiongl  Interests are’ co-operating  nd
never before, because they' are coming
to roalize that we ore sl workIng to onp
common end 'and that what promotes tho
Interest of one Ingtitutlon, helps' all of
them, ' They ‘are ‘realizing that. great
that /In- ‘the public
elementary- eahool“the foundatlon fa.laldq
for the future usefulness of' them gll,
In proportion Bs the elementary school

incrensed In. efficlengy  will  the high
echool flourlsh, the academy  be gus:
tained, the college Inoroase, and  the

uniyersity be bullt up. ' The Inspiration
which leada o boy or girl to takg n
higher edyeation,  must soma ' fror  the
elementary school, Therefors, I expect
the ' publio echool teachers of Virginis to
place Themselves on g nilyh higher plane
than ever bhefore. If they do not avall
themselves of the powerful asslstance if
tho factors which I haye mentloned, the
responsibllity 18 with thewnselves, W
they de 4t1 ]

[ Educ::':a.t.i()nal. R\a-z-zy

It was. the privilege and’ pl'ea.ﬁ‘u.ra of
your correspondent to beiat the educa-
tlonal’ rally ot Boycs (Clarke county) on
the  26th instant., The’ prime: ohbject of
this “meeting was the furtherance of a
moyement already begun for the ereotion

‘ot a high | school | bullaing at’ this village,

Though not;one of the speakera pledged
for' the ocoasion waa In'evidence,  dlsap-
‘polntment ' at their! absence ~was mini-
mized ‘by the |tlmely, enteértaining and
masterly, address of * Hon. George Huar-
rison, a lawyer of abllity and just repute.
Sltuated an it:ls, at the ioterscction of
two turnpikes, on eithor side of the rall-
road; and in' two school Zlstrlots, Boyce
18 ‘peculiarly eligible to the honor of n
high achool. | It is the oplnion of the pro=-

‘moters | of  the . enterprise—and a most

reasonable ‘onc—that & school of tha
character contemplated would draw a
large contingent from the adjacent dla-
trllnt, ‘for which they wonld recelve proper
compenseation, apd pave the way to con-
golidation.. Tha committes, composed of

gome of the most prominent busifiess men
of the sectlon, ls to have a 'conference
with .the trustees In a fow days, at which
maeting | decislve actlon is  expocted,
Hohool condltlons  prevaillpg last session
were  not . eatisfactory, and we hops for
better: facllities n the nenr future,
Respectfully,
C, Q. MARBHY,

FREE NIGHT SCHOOL
1S DOING FINE WORK

{

Teaching Mill Operatives Who
Can Neither Read Nor
Write,

" {Bpecinl to The Times-Dispatch.)

BPRAY, N. €, Juna §,—Tha 8pray Frae
Night Bclicol Assooclation, compesed of
the following officers; Dr. B, T, Bltting,
president; Dr, [T, J, Van Noppen, vico-
preatdent; W, D, Weayer, treasurer; U,
B, Bmareon, aec_ratary. and John W.!Isun,'
pringipal, ls doing' a 'great and gond
worlt here,. The schol fs for {he bencfit
of the:mlill operatives, who can nelther
read nor write, and I8 taught four nights
in; each’ week, . ]

The organization of thls schiool wis
effected about ,a month ago,. and the
eliendanuce  wnd’ Interest

n Clarke County

manlfested by:

the -o'pa*tl_ves, 15 extremoly gratifylng.

lfn_‘lr..I-". M. Brandhy, Jr.,' of Charlotis
N/ C,, 'has | just: arrived, and will enter
otionce’ upon his new duties, ns book-
keeper for! the German-Amerlean Com-
pany,  This ' plant 'will start'its wheels
Monday, :

BMr. 'W. B. Weaver, former manager of
Westorn: Unlon Telegraph Company here,
has’aocopted a position us traveling salcs-
man for| the Jones Weood and ' Cotton
Company, ' of  Lenksville, and 'will start
out'on’hls fitét trip next waslk,

MU 8, H. Marshall-'and’ family,  will
leave 'In a'few days for Tabotton, Ga.,
where they will spend two or.threo weeks
with "Mp, Marshall'a  ppople, 3
¢V DIr, Walter | Neal,  recently. with  the
Western 'Union | Telegraph ' Compuny,  of
Danvills, has occeptod apositlon na man.
ager ‘of the above named company at
thls place.

¥ I_\I'r. Banford Gllloy, telegraph operator
from Whiteett Instituts, will, handle a
special New York wire for. the Consoll-
datad Cotton Compeny, A

Mr, "John M., Moreheadd and family
left yesterday for Morehead clty, where
they will spend tha' summer,

Mr, A. L. Jeokson, priprietor of tho
Colonnada Hotel, has  left for Siated-
ville, ‘where he will spend the next ten
days, Y

———

CLOSING EXERCISES,

Masgsanutten Academy Ends a
Most Successful Term,
(Bpeclal to The Times-Dispatch.)
"WOODSTO__(JK. VA., Jung:§,—The com-.
mencement !exerclses |aot- Massanutten
Acndemy: this week;  havo been attended

by lorge ¢rowds, They commenced on
‘Priday’ night with ‘& song racltal by
.primn  donne Eleanor Kessler, and fols
lowed by a banquot, On Bunday night
the baccaleurente’ sermon waa preached

inthe Reformed Chureh, by the ltey,
W. Q. /'Bhaffer, of Lancaster, Pa.
The oratorical contest was held on

Monday evening, In which a number of
students took part, The Arst prize was
awarded to Miss Katle Bushong, Ileld
day was held on Tuesday moriing, and
Bome oxocellent- recards  mode by those
particlpating, The frut prize was won
by Hlarry Shutters, In Clgss A, ‘apd
Bhlelds Chapman, ' In Class: 1,

The tennia tournament rosulted  in
vietories  for Mlss  Josle  Bwarts and
Charles Blkyles, Tueaday night a fing
musloal progroun was rendered undoer the
&lrection of Professor J, . Bolger,

Mhe wcademy losed on  Wednesday
night with a reception, which ended the
most suocesaful year nf ths school,

It 18 proposed to erect other! bulldings
as woan ns possible to meet the ins
créaded attendance,

s thershrdly’ ol usuou utuoy wpap tuu

often outlined by those having o' rather
one-slded iview. of  what constitutes true
education, and ns alresult,’ many sub-
jects-have heen set aside that aro pecu-
larly Vn_lu‘hla- biecnuseiof the varled ang
enlivening mind tralning @ they'. provide
‘along !with !tha ‘tralning ‘afiithe | hand:
The skillful control of tha various organs
of ' the ~hody, ‘s, after all, eduention in
the true gensd: of ‘that:word.. To say,
therefore, that ngriculture. has no' cul-
tural valua, ithat it cannot: be  Incorpa-
rated “n the currleula . of  'the ' publie
schools advantageously, or ‘taught  with:
ense, with' profit, or’ with 'dellght ‘and
sntisfactlon '{o’ thae children, {aito ndmit
fgnorance of the fundamental, principler
of the ‘npplied sclences which' constitute
agriculture, and At ds this  that —has
enitred the ! many, so-called’ faflures 'to:
\make agrliculture an Interesiing, attrac-
tive ind valygnble feature of the curricula
of our ' publio’ schools, P

There ' 18 :no - subject . that lends [tself
more readlly/'to tho:needs of the teacher,
and {tiwould ba o comparntively ‘simple
matter  to provide o sultable’ coursa  of
inatruction’ for'the  trainingof (teachers
In' sohool’ gardening and  tha application
of tho slementary :principles. of ‘ngricul-
ture, plant’ lifa and soll: knowledge, In |
a manner ' that would “anabla’ them to
make 'thia ane of the. strongast, moat
useful ' and’ attroctive  educetlional  fea-

‘may ba made,  How  important itils to

1£) has opganized . parts,

‘girl who, ‘groms up 'in; tha country
‘e underatood [ the | true functions io:

all o Itg s phases, our: school feurrleuln” are | by iwhich  we:llve,limove "and

‘nnd especially i on

“andthe 'beneflfs | are so patent! and the

tures of -the work of our publip schoold. 5
How thia mlght ba brought about majy
be conaldared méra partletlarly ‘and Lo
batler advantage In anoftder poper.  The
progreas madae In soveral Btales showt
that with sultable text books and propel:
1y, insplred teachers, agriculture can by
taught ‘duccesstully, and this la enough
for us to kiiow at ths prasent tlme. As
to the grode In which the subject ahould
be taught, the third to ‘elghil, for town ' |
or! clty schools, would seem to be ths
most deslrabla, and’ it should conatituta
at least n weekly oxorcise for: ell puplls
In rural schools, It 'may be taught in
aonnectlon with animal atudies, mcludl'ngl
{nkects, ‘birds, quadrupeds, ate, or as
an adjunct to physical geography, or It
may ba taught ad ‘a separats utudy.‘t
whigh would ba better and preferabla al-
‘wayse, It should be ' 'n begloning study. 4
and greater progreas will be ‘mads ]
the clild has not acquired his notlon®
of anlmals and planta from beolts, Ll
Let him learn in tha beglinnlng to an-
niyza tha plant for himself, to stiudy the '
functions of its various parts, and thelr '
telatlon to the ultimate development of i f
tho plant or anlmal, aa the case may De, -
and In this way he ean reason out for,
hitheelt  the many useful lessona | thati' .
planta and animals {each. Mostiof us ‘.
go blindly  through life; wa do not un-1
derstand or appreciate’ the . beauties of !
natire: we do not enjoy the thousand and,
ona wonderful oreatlona which are placed
hera for our enjoyment, becauss we have .
naver been' taught in ‘yomth'to know. and
apprecinta; thess thlngs,  How much mora
enjoyment thers Isiin life to the person
who finds something pew nnd interes
ing in every phase of nature. . ¥
What a beautiful study agriculture, or
nature study, ‘8 sorme preferi to call it,

know how the plant: feeds, to understand
that tho plantls o living ecreature,’ th
z that 1t 1ivel
breathes and moves, and has | Itsibeing
'yvery. much as ‘we do; that/lt (lvestlts
Jittle  olrcumscribed ' 1lfe,  sorves itsius
tul | functlon; produoes seed, and disap
pears| very much as/tha’ human 'bein
What o dlfference it would make toa
of us,. and  particularly’to!the hoy/and

plants’ andiianimals, ‘the
various organs, the processes;
1ita 'ia | sustalned,’ and) the relation
‘varlous  elements | of plant: food

velopment, of, certain organs of the p
and ‘animal. It all the boya! and mirl
growing up in our rural diatriots unde
stood how  to manage plants:and
mals. intellgently,  how ' to| Gevelop ith
fnost useful’ qualitiea 'and’eliminate’ th

Uinenttafastory lraita) through- selection
an& the Inteiligantfertilizatidn andeul
tivation of the inpd, what 'aimarvellot

fmprovement would ba ‘effected, 'n
‘In’ the’ quality, ofithe eoil and
produeing’ eapaciiy, but In thai:
plants: 'and | animals’; which: ara
therean. |+ The'l faculty "o/ obs
rould b fully:developed:infith
and girlaland’ theywould! becom

baing, ! Surely, the teaching of
0 fraught’ with “vital’ concerniito
lione'of “human haings’ In’ out own col
try. should not be. neglected any longe
It)[1s/ suoh; 1
‘proctical ‘dnd isatistying - sublect it
Bua. ! | IV
There: I8’ now' no' serlous  obstacie
solvaiin ‘order that. agriculture m
Introduced . and ‘taught) with | succes:
\all’ onr ‘'schools, both“urban fand; rurnl
ns |t ‘hos been fully demonstrated;tha
tenghers can'be tralned and educated's
that | they/ig impart| tha princlplés (o
o ubjest In an;intéreatl

1 these |facts, | 'the sclutlon lo
thls questlon |8 'a‘“comparatively. simpla
one. It ‘all “those ‘who reallze its’ Im:
portance, wouldput thelr shoulders to tha
whedl, \tha  ridale’can . ha ‘guickly solve

reward go greatithat) no”sacrifice ehould
he [ton! aayere to attaln an’end!so de- | !
alrabla’ and fraught with' 'such’ heipful’
influences to 8o many who ara'now grop- |-
ing nlong| In'darkness hecanse they wera
not afforded the opportunity of obtaining
inatrictlon In the fundamental principles |
of thair life-long occupatlon,’ when'tha ]
mind was young aRnd' tender and recep-.'.
tlvo  to thei teachings fof nature, (| !
S R ANDRETW, M. BOULE. |
'BIucI‘spurg Y oA L i

The Covington,
. Normal Institute.

P e

Tha Btnta Teachers’ Institute to be
held fn Clovington, June S8th, to July 27th,
inolugive, promises to be both enthuskis-
tlo ond very helpful, Many applications
for enrolment have already:been recaived,
and ' general’ interest ls manifest in all
‘adjucent counties, 'Tha’ county superin-
tonidents are exerting every effort in lts
hehalf, and it 1s confldently bolleved thot
muoli’ good “ia to emunnte therefrom, In
order to secure -moxt plensunt accomimos-
datlons, It 18 nuite important that those
who contemplate attending should enroll
without delay, ' Enrolllng  doca not) ng-
cossnrlly compal alteacher to nttend, {

Al communications will be  promptly
answered If wddressed to Local Manager
Prof, J, G, Jetor, Covington, Va, i

The purpose of the Instliuie 18 to give
tenchors thorough courses of Instruction
in . the branches usually tought' In the
nublin schools, especinlly those on which
tenoliers mupt bhe exmmined, It 18 confis
dontly belleved that subject-matter and
method can ha guceessfully comhined, and
{hat the best resulta can be ntfalned by
eiving thorouph reviews In regular class
work, thus demonstrating the muaxhn
af Comenlus,” *Things to be learped are
Jearned by doing them.'?

The various subjects will be presented
socopding to tho best modern methods,
and every effort made Lo glve teachers
curefuil truining In the underlying prin-
elples of education.

With thess ends in view, the faculty
haA been carefully selented from instruc-
tors who have made teaching i life pros
fession, . and who have  bedn' eminently
agucoessful e thelr ehosen work.

Tha sesslong of the Normeal will be held
In the recitatlon roome of the High
Bohoo! bullding, the Masonle Temple, and
the Odd Fellows' Haolll  Tho nlght lecs
tures und entertslnments will be held in
tha handsome new theatre, and the so-
clal funpttons In the ball-room of the In-
termont Hotel,

It is lmportant that all teachera arrive
In tlme tn attend the lestures on the
opening dny. The scops of ench Bubjeot
{s sueh, that {n order to understand and

+Prineipal Gilmer Ave, School,

uppreciate the: contlnuity of the course

airanged, teachers should Lo prosent at

overy lecturd or class exercias, Lbactures
will- begin promptly on| Thuriday, Juns '
28th, at 8 A, M,  Teachers are urgontly
requested to be at Covipgton, YWednesday,
Juna £7, 1008, to reglster. - i

The following {w the {ooulty elected:

Pedngogy and Gengral Mathods—W,. 1V,
Phelan, Ph, D. of Columbia Unlyersity,
Prof, of IFFhyeical Bcelonce and Pedagogy,
Grant Unlveralty, T el

Hngllsh Grammar and  Litaraturse—1W,
M. Adame, Head Master English Depart-
mant, Riohmond: High School.

Physlology and Hyglena—N, P. Painter,
Roanoka.

Arithmeatle—J, 4G, Joter, Pringlpal Coy-
ington: Hlgh Behoal, i

Algobri-—Miss Core Board,’ Teacher of
Mathematios, Roinoke Ilgh Behool,

United  States | History—DPaul. Micou,
Assistant Profeszor ot Hlistory, TIniver-
eity of Virginin, -

Geography—George  E. Bennett, Prin-
eipal Commerce Btreet Behool, Roanoke,

General History—Prof, Paul Mleau.

Clvll Governmeant—=8upt, Moyd W. lims’.
Clifton” Forge, Va, ;

Primery Methods  and Phonlc Beagd-
ing—Miss Moaude Hyde, Covinglon Pibs
le 8chools,

Mununl  Training—>AIlsa  Azned. Taimss
den, Caooper Unlon Art Hchool, N, Y.

Drawing—21sa Ellzgabeth Redd, Farnms
ville Femnala Normal. Fi
~Readlng and Bpelling—To ba supplied,

Muysic—Miss Murgaret Oannon, Bupers
visor of Musie, Greenshoro, N,

- Writingp—Miss 12dith Wada, Farmville
Female Normnal |

Nature Btudy—To ba supplied,

Arrangenents haye heun made wheres
by classes in Elampntary Agrieulturs and
Physics will be organizad if thero is a
demand for these clisses.

In additlon 1o the regular coursa thers
will ba four or more night lectures by
speikerg of wide reputation.

For teachers who feel the need of resnt
and reosreation, no more favorabls phice
cun ba selected than Coyingten for real,

crecreation and genuine Improvement

write Prof,
% Coos

For further information,
J. G, Jeter, Covington, Va., or
ductor, N. O Pslatas, Rasoaks



